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UNCLASSIFIED POSS DUPE 
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ACTION NEA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-02 USIA-15 PRS-01 /060W 

038304 

R251634ZFEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3047 
USIA WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS BEIRUT 2528 

USIAC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

1. FORMER SEC STATE ROGERS, VISITING BEIRUT FOR MERRILL 
LYNCH, QUOTED ON SEVERAL ASPECTS OF MIDEAST SITUATION IN 
INTERVIEW PUBLISHED JOINTLY IN LEADING INDEPENDENT ARABIC 
"AN-NAHAR" AND FRENCH-LANGUAGE "L’ORIENT-LE JOUR" FEBRUARY 22. 

2. ON CURRENT DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS: "MOST OF THE POINTS OF THE 
ROGERS PLAN ARE BEING TAKEN UP AGAIN TODAY. WHAT IS GOING ON 
NOW DIFFERS BUT LITTLE FROM MY PROPOSALS." 

3. ON STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH: "I HAD SUCCEEDED, DESPITE 
ISRAEL'S RELUCTANCE, IN MAKING GOOD A CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT. 

AND I WAS THEN CAMPAIGNING FOR A STEP-BY-STEP COMPREHENSIVE 
SETTLEMENT. IN FACT, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEAT THE PARTIES INVOLVED 
DIRECTLY AROUND A TABLE, WITH ALL THE ISSUES OF THE CONFLICT IN 
FRONT OF THEM. THEREFORE, ONE PROCEEDS STEP BY STEP. YET. MY 
STEPS WERE GREATER ONES. IT WAS THE SINAI AS A SHOLE WHICH WAS TO 
BE GIVEN BACK TO EGYPT AS A FIRST STEP. FINALLY. TO GET THE ROGERS 
PLAN IMPLEMENTED TODAY, THERE HAD TO BE A WAR AND A WORLD ENERGY 
CRISIS." 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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4. ON RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE: "I HAVE NEVER MADE ONE 
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STATEMENT THAT DID NOT REFER TO THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE. NO FINAL SETTLEMENT CAN BE REACHED WITHOUT THEIR RIGHTS 
AND THEIR INTERESTS BEING SECURED. OBVIOUSLY, IT REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN WHEN AND HOW. THERE ARE SO MANY CONTRADICTORY OPINIONS.. 

I AM NOT FAMILIAR WITH PROPHECIES AND AM NO LONGER IN A POSITION 
TO ANSWER." 

5. ON DR. KISSINGER S ROLE BEFORE BECOMING SECSTATE: "HE WAS 
RATHER BUSY WITH VIETNAM AND CHINA. I WAS CONCERNED WITH THE 
NEAR EAST. I ESTABLISHED THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN EGYPT AND THE 
U.S., AND I WAS THE FIRST AMERICAN SECRETARY OF STATE TO VISIT 
EGYPT SINCE DULLES." 

6. ON U.S. PUBLIC OPINION: "IN AMERICA, PUBLIC OPINION HAS 
PERHAPS NOT SHIFTED IN FAVOR OF THE ARABS, BUT AT LEAST THE NEAR 
EAST CRISIS HAS ATTRACTED EVERYBODY'S ATTENTION." 

7. ON TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF LEBANON: "WHEN LEBANON FEARED 
FOR ITS TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, WE REASSURED IT. THE SAME FEELING 
CONTINUES TO PREVAIL IN WASHINGTON TODAY: LEBANON'S INTEGRITY 
IS ESSENTIAL." 

HOUGHTON 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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